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Your trade union and Holocaust Memorial Day 2014
When Hitler came to power in 1933, trade unionists were amongst the first groups to be targeted
for persecution by the Nazi regime.  Their values were at odds with the Nazi vision of an
authoritarian state, and in May 1933 all German trade unions were shut down.  Their leaders
were arrested and sent to concentration camps, including Gustav Schiefer, who was imprisoned
at Dachau and testified against the Nazis after the war.

Today, trade union members continue to speak out and combat hatred, prejudice and
discrimination.  Holocaust Memorial Day 2014 offers your members a great opportunity to
continue to do their part to create a safer, better future by learning the lessons of the past.

Holocaust Memorial Day 2014 – Journeys 

On Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) – 27 January
– we challenge hatred and persecution in the UK
by sharing the memory of the millions who have
been murdered in the Holocaust, Nazi
Persecution and subsequent genocides in
Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.

The experience of those affected by genocide is
characterised by forced Journeys.  For HMD
2014, we will learn of the multitude of Journeys
that people were forced to undertake because of
genocide, in fear of what would be found at the
end.  We will do so at events that bring us
together with our neighbours, strengthen bonds of
respect, and enable us to pledge to take a step
to create a safer, better future.

How trade unions can get involved in 
HMD 2014

Large-scale acts of genocide such as that
committed by the Nazis during the Holocaust
required the control and use of extensive transport
and other infrastructure and the complicity of
those who operated it, from railway officials to train
guards and drivers.  You may wish to reflect on
the way in which the dismantling of organised
labour helped pave the way for an authoritarian
regime to carry out industrial-scale murder.

For many trade union members, Holocaust
Memorial Day is an opportunity to highlight and
celebrate their ongoing antifascist work and other
campaigning against hatred and discrimination.

Some also choose to link HMD with Workers’
Memorial Day.

Some steps you could take for HMD 2014 include:

• creating a display in your place of work, perhaps
combining the posters and images freely
available on our website with your own material
to make the link between the Holocaust and
contemporary issues of discrimination
hmd.org.uk/resources

• inviting a speaker on Holocaust or anti-fascist
issues to your January branch meeting

• adding survivor life stories or other articles from
our website to your branch website or intranet
hmd.org.uk/lifestories

• placing a relevant article in your trade union’s
newsletter

• asking your fellow members to take a step for
HMD 2014 by adding their pledge to our online
action journeys.hmd.org.uk

•   forging international links with trade unions in
countries affected by genocide

hmd_uk              hmd.uk       hmd.org.uk       020 7785 7029       enquiries@hmd.org.uk

‘We bore witness, and still bear witness

today, for human dignity and justice.’ 

Gustav Schiefer, former Chairman of

the Munich Branch of the German

Trade Union Association
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David Cole, President of Wolverhampton,

Bilston and District Trades Union Council

addresses an HMD event in Wolverhampton
© Wolverhampton Council

A Holocaust Memorial Display in Enfield
© Enfield Council

The trade union movement is proud of

our record standing firm against

fascism, racism and discrimination.

Holocaust Memorial Day is an

opportunity to reflect on the horrendous

consequences that these evils can lead

to, and to strengthen our commitment to

equality and respect for all.

Frances O’Grady, General Secretary, TUC

Useful Resources

The testimony of Esther Brunstein, whose father was a trade union leader murdered by the Nazis
hmd.org.uk/estherbrunstein

2 May 1933, the day German trade unions were shut down by the Nazis hmd.org.uk/2may

Claim your free Activity Pack

This pack includes HMD 2014

display materials

hmd.org.uk/activitypack

Order your free handout materials

Available in boxes of 50 to give

out to attendees at your event  

hmd.org.uk/handouts

Get in contact with us – we’ve helped
thousands of organisers put on events for
HMD in the UK.  

Whether you’d like to order your free Activity
Pack, find out about local opportunities with
other groups marking HMD or just bounce
some ideas around, our dedicated outreach
team can assist you with advice and support
as you plan for HMD 2014.  

You can contact us now on:

020 7785 7029   enquiries@hmd.org.uk 

Let us know – even if you don’t need any
help, we’d still love to hear what you’re doing.
We can promote your event and share good
ideas to inspire others.  And to make sure that
the strength of the UK commemoration for
HMD 2014 is known, it’s vital that we find out
about your activity.  You can let us know and
also promote your event to the public on our
website hmd.org.uk/letusknow

What’s next? 

Take a step for 

HMD 2014 with 

our online action

journeys.hmd.org.uk


